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Couple to offer
vacationers friendly

alternative to pet care

By JEFF CASALE
The Néws of Orange County

ROUGEMONT — Finding a place
for Fido to stay while planning a vaca-
tion or weekend excursion can be {trou-
bling.

Working out arrangements for a pet
sitter or finding a boarding facility that
will cater to a pet’s needs makes escap-
ing reality even more of a hassle.

Patricia and Dean Williford have
been there. After coming up empty on
several places for boarding their two
Shih-Tzu dogs where they would be
safe, well taken care of and most
importantly — comfortable, they
decided to open up Paws and Claws Pet
Inn.

The couple has already broken ground
on the posh kennel located on the corner
of Guess and Norman’s roads, which is
being designed to provide cats and dogs
with an environment “more like home.”
Paws and Claws will cater to both
young and old pets, keeping in mind
that the older ones need more pamper-
ing and attention.

“We really want to make it as least
stressful as possible for the animals and
provide them with as much attention as
they need to feel comfortable,” said
Patricia, 46, who has served Orange
County Schools as a psychologist for
over 10 years.

Paws and Claws will provide animals
with a full service bathing and grooming
area, a “‘special needs” area for pets that

‘are

will also be a cauery two dog kennel'

areas with attractive and sanitary
caging, as well as numerous amenity
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THE DOG’S LIFE - Dean and Patricia Williford and their Shih-Tzu
Mei-Lei, stand in front of what will soon be the Paws and Claws Pet Inn. The two
are hoping to provide Triangle pet lovers with a comfortable and safe place for

their pets to board.

packages for owners to choose from.

The cattery is slated to hold up to 10
cats in spacious cat condos that will fea-
ture a large picture window, an indoor
playing area, a television, and an aquar-
ium to gaze at. For dogs, there will be
two separate kennel areas, one for large
dogs and another for smaller dogs. a tel-
evision with-an indoor playroom and an
outdoor play area with an eight-foot
high security fence to make sure no one
gets away.

“We are going to be able to hold about
40 dogs, but we're hoping to expand in
the future,” said D

sales.

The Williford’s are partnering with
local veterinarians in Durham and

N, 48, who has a
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Orange counties in the event services
are needed. They have also set up serv-
ices with Triangle PETS in case of an
emergency.

The kennel will have staff present
from 5:30 a.m. until 10 p.m. and the
Williford’s are setting up a video moni-
toring system that will allow them to
keep an eye on boarders while they’re at
home.

The current standard rate for a night’s
stay at Paws and Claws is $18, however
the couple is still working out prices for
\[k‘(ld] packages. The inn will also be
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Comments? Send them via e-mail:
jeff.casale@newsoforange.com




